
 

Hi, 
 
Welcome to your final College update of the 2022/23 academic year. We 
have an update from your College Officer, a reflection piece from a 

Department Rep, we'll announce Rep of the Month, and we'll share some 
of the amazing work from your College Reps. 

College Officer Update - Zainab Ata 

Engagement 

Recently, we've recorded low engagement from SSA students in both 

social activities and attendance in classes and lectures. Unfortunately, this 
has reflected in our low application turnout for 22/23 Departmental Reps. 
However, departments with zero/cancelled applications will send out re-
application in the summer. A review will also be carried out later in the 

year to determine if the low number of applications was due to the earlier 
application date compared to previous years. 
 
The alcohol project that aimed to promote responsible drink and 'looking 

after your mate' during a night out was a success, with around 100 
participants attending across both campuses. We gave out drinks, 
mocktails recipe cards and two Light Cinema vouchers to participants. 

Feedback 

General feedback from students via Course Reps and Department Reps 
include: 
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• MSc students needing an extension for their dissertation. The 
Department Rep has successfully been able to secure a two-week 
extension for those students. 

• Disruption in communication and support received during the 

industrial action. 
• Lack of information regarding specialist equipment required to 

carry out research or experiment. 

Sustainability 

The sustainability pilot scheme that started off earlier in the year will be 
sending out a survey to SSA students to understand how you would like 
sustainability to be integrated with your course. Look out for the survey 

over the next week. 

Department Rep Spotlight - Ellie 
Toombs (Finance, Accounting and 
Business Studies) 

Hi, my name is Ellie, and I am the Department Rep for the Finance, 

Accounting and Business Systems department. I wanted to write a 
reflective piece about my time as the Department Rep now that the 
academic year is coming to an end. When I was offered the role, I don't 
think I fully understood what the role entailed and wasn't sure if my busy 

schedule with University work and part time jobs meant I was suitable for 
the role. However, I have loved my time as Department Rep, and feel like 
my contribution to the University and the Students' Union has been 
meaningful and appreciated. 

 
I have had a keen interest in student voice all the way through school, 
college, and university. The first few months of the role made me believe 
that I wasn't a suitable candidate for the job, as I really struggled with the 

transition between working full time in my placement year and returning 
to study with a workload that seemed impossible to manage. After 
developing good relationships with staff at the Students' Union and in the 
FABS department, I soon settled in and realised that I could mould the 

projects to reflect issues I'm really passionate. 
 
I'm a strong advocate for gaining meaningful work experience, so 
becoming part of the Employability Advisory Board was a highlight for 

me throughout the year. I think my voice as part of the current student 
cohort will helpfully make changes to the way employability modules are 
ran at each level, and to the support students receive when applying for 



placement years. 
 
Overall, I feel like my time as Department Rep has been successful and 
that I've been able to successfully reflect the voices of students across the 

department. 

Rep Achievements 

Congratulations to Ryno Groenewald who is April's Course Rep of the 

Month! Ryno is a Course Rep for Level 5 Social Work and received an 
outstanding nomination for Rep of the Month. 
 
Thank you, Ryno, for working hard to help students have a better 

experience on your course. You're doing a really great job! 
 
If you think you've done an amazing job this month or know someone who 
has, let us know. 

 
Why not grab a cup of tea and have a peek at what your College Reps have 
been up to this year? 
  

View Rep work 

 
We hope you're having a lovely week! 

 
Your Representation Team 
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