
 

Hi {firstname}, 

 

We have some exciting updates for you relating to your academic 
experience, including an update from your College Officer, the small ways 
in which Stoddart is improving, and how you can apply to be a 
Department Rep next year. 

College Officer Update - Adeyemi 
Otebolaku 

Hi, it's me again! Adeyemi Otebolaku, your BTE College Officer. 
 

Firstly, I would like to thank everyone that attended the BTE College 
Networking event on 23 March. We had few students in attendance for the 
workshop session, but I believe those that attended this session were 
imparted. It was to my great surprise to see a huge turnout of attendees at 

the networking session; it was a great moment to see students networking 
with one another whilst they were also enjoying their free meals. The 
purpose of this event was; to raise awareness of support services available 
to Hallam students, including how to access them and who is responsible 

for delivering the services; and for students to meet with their peers across 
the College after a long time of Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
I would like to hear your thoughts/opinions on this event, and if it's worth 

having this event at the beginning of each academic year. With regards to 
lack of social events in the College, I would also like to seek your opinions 
on having an end of academic year party for BTE students. 
  

https://www.hallamstudentsunion.com/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=6013&utm_campaign=Your-College-Update---April&utm_content=


Share your thoughts 

 
Exams 
 
Regarding the forthcoming exams (April/May), there is a review of 

guidance which will be communicated to all students. As you may be 
aware, students had issues submitting assessments on Blackboard during 
semester 1 exams. This review will outline what is expected of students 
and clearly explain the examination regulations. I implore every student to 

read through the regulations. This will be communicated to you by the 
University via email - pay attention to the instructions on the exam cover 
sheet and timetable. If you feel your internet speed is slow, you can book a 
space on campus through Resource booker. 

  

Book a room 

 

NUS National Conference 
 
I was one of 10 delegates elected to represent the voice of SHU students at 
this year's National Union of Students (NUS) National Conference, held 

on 28-29 March in Liverpool. We proposed a policy on 'The International 
Student Experience During and Post-study'. The international student 
experience comprises a spectrum of different experiences which can 
directly affect students' academic performance, mental health and 

wellbeing. There are a range of issues affecting international students both 
during their time studying and as they move into work. This policy brings 
together these issues, looking specifically at: 

• Awareness and institutional accountability 
• Greater integration in university communities 
• Placement and graduate employability 

• Post-study work Visa 

After a lengthy discussion on this policy, a consensus was reached among 

all delegates to accept and get the proposal amended by the NUS Policy 
Development Committee (PDC). We are expecting this proposal to be 
passed and implemented before the end of April. 
 

Academic Societies 
 
One of my top priorities as your College Officer is setting up more 
academic societies in BTE College to foster student engagement and sense 

of community among all students in the College. During the last four 
months, I have been able to set up some academic societies and 

https://forms.gle/9qRq4UMnKKYKzP656
http://resourcebooker.shu.ac.uk/
https://resourcebooker.shu.ac.uk/


resuscitated some societies which were not functional. As part of my 
objectives to get some courses aligned with academic societies, I look 
forward to setting up more academic societies across all departments. If 
you feel your course needs to be aligned with an academic society or a 

campus chapter of a professional society, feel free to contact me. For 
Maths and Engineering students, if you are interested in registering or 
becoming a committee member of Engineers without Borders - UK, 
please email me. 

 
Society Committee Elections 
 
Nominations for Society Committee Elections are now open! 

 
Nominations open: 21 March - 19 April 
Voting opens: 22 April - 3 May 
  

Nominate yourself 

 
Union Voice 

 
If you feel your views/opinions or concerns are not being voiced out or not 
as expected by your Course Reps or Department Reps, there is a digital 
platform known as Union Voice where you can quickly share your 

feedback about your experience at SHU. This system helps us to better 
understand what is going well, what you think could be improved and how 
you think we can best represent your interests. It only takes a minute to 
feed in your concerns and I respond as quickly as possible. 

 
I look forward to hearing your concerns, views or opinions. I'm here to 
represent your interests and ensure you have an improved university 
experience. 

 
Thank you! 

Department Rep Spotlight - Dom 
McCollum (Computing) 

Hello from the Department of Computing! I'm Dom, the Department Rep 
for Computing. My first career was in railway telecoms, but I decided to 
leave that glamorous life behind, and now I study Computer Science for 
Games. My first six months in the role have flown past, and I've certainly 

learned a lot. 
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I've been focused on increasing the number of course reps within 
Computing. This will ensure that everyone has a representative for their 
voice, and that our representatives reflect our diverse community. We've 
now reached 100 course reps, which means there are 50% more course 

reps in Computing than at the start of the academic year. They are 
dedicated people with many going beyond their course rep role, from 
organising the Festival of Code, to engaging with the Equality, Diversity, 
and Inclusion Group. 

 
Recently I attended a College leadership meeting during which we 
surveyed the communal area in Stoddart. We want to use the old helpdesk 
to create a quiet, comfortable space for students. The main room will make 

use of the counter as a desk for up to four people. It will contain a small 
group worktable and sofas for a more casual setting. A smaller room at the 
back will provide an even quieter setting for group work or meetings. We 
hope for the new space to be open by the time you're reading this, so be 

sure to have a look! 
 
Think you've got what it takes to be a Department Rep? Recruitment is 
open now for the year 2022/23. 

  

View role and apply 

 
Rep of the Month - February 

Congratulations to Katie Killner who is February's Course Rep of the 

Month! Katie is a Course Rep for Level 6 Media and received an 
outstanding nomination for Rep of the Month. 
 
Thank you, Katie, for working hard to help students have a better 

experience on your course. You're doing an amazing job! 
 
If you think you've done an amazing job this month or know someone who 
has, let us know. 

  

Nominate for Rep of the Month 

 
Whilst you're there why don't you check out our Representation Awards 

and nominate someone you think has done an amazing job as a Rep this 

https://www.hallamstudentsunion.com/jobs-with-shusu/currentopportunities/student/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=6013&utm_campaign=Your-College-Update---April&utm_content=View-role-and-apply
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year? 
  

Rep Awards 2022 

 
We hope you are having a lovely week! 
 
Your Representation Team 
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